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IN SPECIAL RECOGNITION OF

KRISTY L. LAUDICK ON HER AP-
POINTMENT TO ATTEND THE
UNITED STATES MILITARY
ACADEMY AT WEST POINT

HON. PAUL E. GILLMOR
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 24, 2000
Mr. GILLMOR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

pay special tribute to an outstanding young
woman from Ohio’s Fifth Congressional Dis-
trict. I am happy to announce that Kristy L.
Laudick of Van Wert, Ohio, has been offered
an appointment to attend the United States
Military Academy at West Point, New York.

Mr. Speaker, Kristy’s offer of appointment
poises her to attend the United States Military
Academy this fall with the incoming cadet
class of 2004. Attending one of our nation’s
military academies is an invaluable experience
that offers a world-class education and de-
mands the very best that these young men
and women have to offer. Truly, it is one of
the most challenging and rewarding under-
takings of their lives.

Kristy brings a special mix of leadership,
service, and dedication to the incoming class
of West Point cadets. While attending the Cul-
ver Military Academy in Culver, Indiana, Kristy
has attained a grade point average of 3.42,
which places her thirty-third in her class of one
hundred seventy-nine students. During her
time at Culver Military Academy, Kristy has re-
ceived several commendations for her supe-
rior scholastic efforts. During her first year,
she received two Gold Cards. Kristy received
two gold A’s, one Silver Star, and one Gold
Star during her second year. In addition, she
received two Gold Stars and two Silver A’s for
her academic efforts in her third year.

Outside the classroom, Kristy has distin-
guished herself as an excellent student-ath-
lete. On the fields of competition, Kristy has
participated in Varsity Cross Country, Varsity
Swimming, and Varsity Crew. She has also
been involved in the Fall Rowing Club. Kristy
has served as Secretary of the Campus Activ-
ity Board and is involved in the German Club,
Band, and Fellowship of Christian Athletes.

Mr. Speaker, I would ask my colleagues to
stand and join me in paying special tribute to
Kristy L. Laudick. Our service academies offer
the finest education and military training avail-
able anywhere in the world. I am sure that
Kristy will do very well during her career at
West Point and I wish her the very best in all
of her future endeavors.
f

A SALUTE TO REDFORD HIGH
SCHOOL

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 24, 2000

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
recognition of Mrs. Teresa Holder-Hagood and
the students of Redford Senior High School in
my home district of Detroit, MI. On Tuesday,
April 25th, 2000, I was honored to visit with
them to discuss various issues the students
deemed important.

The memorable opportunity was prompted
by a visit from Mrs. Holder-Hagoods’ govern-

ment class to my Detroit office in September
of last year. The students were quite inquisi-
tive, following up their visit with over 40 written
requests to join them and address an even
larger assembly. After personally responding
to each inquiry, I arranged to meet with sev-
eral classes of Redford students on Tuesday,
April 25th, 2000; we were joined by my former
staffer Ms. Susan Watson, a ‘‘locked-out’’ De-
troit newspaper columnist, now with the Detroit
Federation of Teachers.

Our visit proved to be a very stimulating
session, capturing the essential character of
the Detroit secondary-school community. After
I was introduced by Ms. Cheri Luster, a soph-
omore in the school’s college-prep curriculum,
I found myself fielding questions covering a
wide array of topics ranging from racial
profiling and mandatory minimums to voting
and education reform. While the student’s in-
quiries were incisive, I could not help but be
struck by their outstanding scholastic accom-
plishments, including, but not limited to, two
Grand Winners in Math and Science at the
Metro-Detroit Annual Engineering Fair and
Leading Contender at the National Competi-
tion on Robotics—2000. At a time in our na-
tion’s history when an understanding of infor-
mation and technological innovation is critical,
these successes deserve acclaim.

Morever, Redford Senior High School is cur-
rently celebrating its 80th Anniversary; what
more wonderful way to mark the occasion
than to tout these victories in national scho-
lastic competitions.

In the early 1900’s, the very first teacher at
Redford, Mr. Hiram Wilmarth, started out in a
small white-frame school teaching only eight
students. Today, Mrs. Holder-Hagood and her
Redford colleagues, under the guidance of
Principal Dr. Walter McLean, exemplify that
same kind of solid commitment to student
achievement. As senior teacher in the Social
Studies Department and school ‘‘Special
Events Chairperson’’, Mrs. Holder-Hagood,
who has taught at Redford since 1969, utilizes
the kind of educational tools which enrich her
student’s understanding of real world institu-
tions in real time, through interactive experi-
ence.

This approach to education is epitomized by
the ‘‘Close-Up’’ educational program here in
Washington, D.C., which arranges ‘‘close-up’’
meetings with Capital Hill legislators. Several
Detroit area schools, including Redford, have
visited my Washington office through this won-
derful program, and its benefits have been
quite rewarding for all participants.

From its humble beginnings in 1907 of just
under 10 registrants, Redford High School’s
enrollment has mushroomed to approximately
2,500 students from many backgrounds and
cultures, and on Thursday, June 22, 2000,
Redford High School expects to graduate over
250 seniors.

While there is still much reform needed in
our nation’s urban learning centers, stories of
triumph, like those being authorized by Mrs.
Teresa Holder-Hagood and the students,
teachers, administrators and parents of
Redford High, remind us of what true heroism
really is and encourage us all. And so, on be-
half of the U.S. House of Representatives, I
want to wish Redford Senior High School of
Detroit a Happy 80th Anniversary and every
success in the coming years.

INTRODUCTION OF H.R. 4528

HON. BENJAMIN A. GILMAN
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 24, 2000
Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, today I am intro-

ducing a bill H.R. 4528 the International Aca-
demic Opportunity Act of 2000 along with the
distinguished gentleman from New York, Mr.
HINCHEY to encourage undergraduate college
students to study abroad for a year.

Experts agree that a global society is the fu-
ture. Americans, need to be prepared to oper-
ate in an international environment and econ-
omy. This preparation starts at a young age
and is the reason I am introducing this meas-
ure to assist college-level students to study
abroad.

I have been a longstanding supporter of
international exchanges, because exposure to
a world outside of one’s home country leads
to greater understanding. People-to-people
contact—the seeing, doing and interacting—is
how we learn to appreciate similarities, dif-
ferences or other ways of doing things. I
would like to expand the horizons of our col-
lege students by providing incentive grants to
encourage lower income students to consider
a study abroad program.

This bill authorizes $1.5 million to be made
available to the State Department for grants
up to $5,000. These incentive grants are to be
used to cover travel or other expenses related
to studying overseas. The intention of the bill
is to provide current study abroad programs
that exist on many college and university cam-
puses with funds that would allow them to
reach out to other students that may not have
considered such study because of the added
expense of travel and living.

Developed with the assistance of college
administrators and exchange experts, it is
hoped that a streamlined program will encour-
age more students to participate in an over-
seas educational program and motivate them
to learn and apply a foreign language. These
experiences and skills will serve them well as
they enter the workforce. Through these
grants, I want to help prepare and motivate
our young students to participate in the inter-
national arena.

Mr. Speaker, I submit the full text of this im-
portant measure to be inserted at this point in
the RECORD:

H.R. 4528
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Inter-
national Academic Opportunity Act of 2000’’.
SEC. 2. STATEMENT OF PURPOSE.

It is the purpose of this Act to establish an
undergraduate grant program for students of
limited financial means from the United
States to enable such students to study at
institutions of higher education in foreign
countries. Such foreign study is intended to
broaden the outlook and better prepare such
students of demonstrated financial need to
assume significant roles in the increasingly
global economy.
SEC. 3. ESTABLISHMENT OF GRANT PROGRAM

FOR FOREIGN STUDY BY AMERICAN
COLLEGE STUDENTS OF LIMITED FI-
NANCIAL MEANS.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations and under the au-
thorities of the Mutual Educational and Cul-
tural Exchange Act of 1961, the Secretary of
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